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FOREWORD

The Bharatiya Jnanapitha, Banaras, founded by Shri. Shantiprasad Jain
to perpetuate the memory of his mother Murtidevi, has undertaken an ambitious
plan of scholarly publications dealing with all aspects of Ancient Indian Culture
with a very broad outlook and vision, and has already issucd a few worksinvarious
languages such as Snskrit, Prakrit, Pali ctc.  The undertaking has sccured a learned
scholar of proved ability in Pandit Mahendra Kumar, Nyayacharya, of the Sanskrit
Mahavidyalaya of the Banaras Hindu University as a General Editor. The Jnana-
pitha has alrcady published a few works and has-a number of others in active pre-
paration.

The present volume contains two small works of the famous lexicogra-
pher Dhanamjaya.  The first is called NAMA M AL A, a collection of syn-
nonyms, while the other is callld ANEKARTHA-NAMAMALA,
recording words with plurality of senses. The first work contains just 200 stanzas,
while the other is smaller still. The most important feature of the first work is that
it publishes for the first time the Bhashyas of AMARAKIRTI, who gives etymo-
logical explanations of cach and every word in the work, and adds a few more
synonymous words from his own observation. His Bhashyas follows the same
methods as arc used by Ksairasvamin in his famous commentry on AMARAKOSA
The entire work is very carcfully cdited with appropriate references to authoritics
by Pandit Shambhunath Tripathi, a Saptatirtha and also a Vyakaranacharya 7
repute.  On reading his foot-notes, I often felt that Pandic Tripathi excels the
Bhsyakara both in ingenuity and accuracy, nay, I would go further and say that
his ctymological explanations are happicr still. I am sure the scholars will admire
his work in the foot-notes.

The volume is further equipped with several indexes. They include
naturally the word-indexes of both the works edited, but there are in addition
index recording additional words from Amarakirti’s Bhasya, a list of Yaugika
words, a list of works and authors cited and a list of quotations cited in the work,
all this being donc by Pandit Mahadeva Chaturvedi, Vyakaranacharya. In fact
the cditorial part of the volume is as thorough as is humanly possible, and I have
nothing but high admiration for the ability of Pandit Mahendra Kumar, the Ge-
neral Editor, in sccuring such a tcam of scholars to produce this volume.

Banaras Hmdu Universit P.L.VAIDYA, M A; D. Lit,
6th Scptember 1949. 7 Mayurbhanj Professor and Head of The
Department of Sanskrit & Pali.
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